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DETAILED ACTION 



Note to Applicant 

Art Units 2611, 2614 and 2617 have changed to 2623. Please make all future 
correspondence indicate the new designation 2623. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 13 objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 
5. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that 
they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after 
allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed 
claim. See MPEP § 706 r 03(k). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

The examiner will examine claim 13 as if it were dependent upon claim 7 to 
expedite prosecution. 

Claim 23 objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 
19. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content 
that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper 
after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the 
allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

The examiner will examine claim 23 as if it were dependent upon claim 15 
because the examiner is unsure if the applicant perceives the wording of the two claims 
to be substantially different. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "said detected commercial." There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 does not mention the a "detected commercial." 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 7, 8, 10-13, 15-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cragun et al. (U.S. 5561457). 
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Referring to claim 1 , Cragun teaches a method for detecting a particular content 
in a stream of video data signals according to a user's criteria, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

obtaining a user profile indicating video content preferred by said user (Column 7 
lines 5-30 and Column 10 lines 8-35); 

comparing incoming television programs in a channel to said user profile to 
detect at least one key frame preferred by said user (Column 1 1 lines 5-35); and, 

storing said key frame preferred by said user in a storage means for subsequent 
retrieval (Column 1 1 lines 5-35 teaches storing the video signal if a match exists and 
Column 5 lines 27-49 teaches digital storage device element 105 in Figure 1 , Column 
15 lines 49-61 and Figures 8A and 8B teach scanning the video for short segments for 
later viewing). 

Referring to claim 2, depending on claim 1, Cragun teaches the step of retrieving 
said key frame stored in said storage means for display (Column 15 lines 49-61 and 
Figures 8A and 8B). 

Referring to claim 3, depending on claim 1 , Cragun teaches wherein said 
comparison step further comprising the step of converting the video signals of said 
incoming television programs into a time-based map of closed captioning data (Column 
4 lines 9-21 teaches retrieving closed captioning data from the video signal with a 
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decoder and Column 15 lines 62-67 and Column 16 lines 1-11 teaches storing the text 
along with or mapping the text to the video). 

Referring to claim 4, depending on claim 1 , Cragun teaches the step of storing a 
plurality of key words liked by said user in said user profile (Column 2 lines 45-54, 
Column 6 lines 10-40, Column 10 lines 8-35). 

Referring to claim 5, depending on claim 1, Cragun teaches wherein said user 
profile obtaining step further comprises the step of interactively creating said user profile 
in advance of said comparison step (Column 10 lines 8-35 and Column 2 lines 45-53). 

Referring to claim 7, Cragun teaches a method for detecting a particular content 
in a stream of video data signals according to a user's criteria, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

obtaining a user profile indicating video content preferred by said user (Column 7 
lines 5-30 and Column 10 lines 8-35); 

analyzing incoming television programs to detect a plurality of key frames liked 
by said user based on said user profile (Column 1 1 lines 5-35); 

identifying the beginning and ending positions of each of the plurality of said key 
frames (Column 11 lines 5-35); and, 

storing the plurality of said key frames liked by said user in a storage means for 
subsequent retrieval (Column 1 1 lines 5-35 teaches storing the video signal if a match 



Application/Control Number: 10/086,046 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2623 

exists and Column 5 lines 27-49 teaches digital storage device element 105 in Figure 1, 
Column 15 lines 49-61 and Figures 8A and 8B teach scanning the video for short 
segments for later viewing). 

Referring to claim 8, depending on claim 7, Cragun teaches the steps of 
retrieving the plurality of said key frames stored in said storage means (Column 15 lines 
49-61 and Figures 8A and 8B); and, displaying said identified beginning and ending 
position of each of the plurality of said key frames (Column 15 lines 49-61 and Figures 
8A and 8B teaches displaying the segments/key frames and by displaying a segment 
from start to end the beginning and ending position of each key frame/segment is 
displayed. 

Referring to claim 10, depending on claim 7, Cragun teaches wherein said 
analyzing step further includes the steps of: 

detecting the frequency of key words appearing within a predetermined time 
period (Column 11 lines 5-35); 

comparing said detected frequency to a threshold value (Column 1 1 lines 5-35); 
and, identifying the beginning and ending positions of each of the plurality of said key 
frames if said detected frequency exceeds a threshold value (Column 1 1 lines 5-35). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , depending on claim 7, see the rejection of claim 3. 
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Referring to claim 12, depending on claim 7, see the rejection of claim 4. 
Referring to claim 13, depending on claim 7, see the rejection of claim 5. 

Referring to claim 15, Cragon teaches a system for detecting a particular content 
in a stream of video data signals according to a user's criteria, comprising: 

a memory for storing a computer-readable code (Column 18 lines 17-41, Column 
5 lines 27-49 and Figure 2 element 105); and, 

a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor configured to: 
obtain a user profile indicating video content preferred by said user (Figure 2 element 
202 Column 4 lines 40-59 and Column 7 lines 5-30 and Column 10 lines 8-35); 

compare incoming television programs in a channel to said user profile to detect 
at least one key frame preferred by said user (Column 1 1 lines 5-35); and, 

store said key frame preferred by said user in a storage means for subsequent 
retrieval (Column 1 1 lines 5-35 teaches storing the video signal if a match exists and 
Column 5 lines 27-49 teaches digital storage device element 105 in Figure 1, Column 
15 lines 49-61 and Figures 8A and 8B teach scanning the video for short segments for 
later viewing). 

Referring to claim 16, depending on claim 15, see the rejection of claim 2. 
Referring to claim 17, depending on claim 15, see the rejection of claim 3. 
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Referring to claim 18, depending on claim 15, see the rejection of claim 4. 
Referring to claim 19, depending on claim 15, see the rejection of claim 5. 

Referring to claim 20, Cragun teaches a system for detecting a particular content 
in a stream of video data signals according to a user's criteria, comprising: 

a first storage means for storing a plurality of key words liked by said user 
(Column 6 lines 10-40 teaches storing profiles which include key words in a computer; 
Column 2 lines 46-53); 

a detection means, coupled to receive incoming television programs, for 
detecting a plurality of key frames preferred by said user (Column 11 lines 5-35 detail 
control program detecting received television programs); 

a second storage means for storing the plurality of said key frames preferred by 
said user (Figure 2 element 105 and Column 5 lines 28-49 teach a storage means and 
Column 15 lines 49-61 teaches retrieving saved video segments from storage 105); 

a controlling means, coupled to said first storage means, said detection means, 
said second storage means for determining the plurality of said key frames preferred by 
said user based on a comparison between said received incoming television programs 
and the data stored in said first storage means (Figure 2 element 202 and 210 and 
Column 4 lines 40-59 and Column 5 lines 28-49); and, 
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a replay means coupled to said controlling means for replaying the plurality of 
said key frames from said second storage means for viewing (Column 15 lines 49-61). 

Referring to clam 21, depending on clam 20, see the rejection of claim 3. 

Referring to claim 22, depending on claim 20, see the rejection of claim 20; and 
display means element 106 in Figure 1. 

Referring to clam 23, depending on clam 15, see the rejection of claim 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cragun et al. (U.S. 5561457) in view of Bhagavath et al. (U.S. 6829781 B1). 

Referring to claim 6, depending on claim 1, Cragun fails to teach wherein said 
user profile is obtained according to a viewing history of said user. 
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In an analogous art Bhagavath teaches wherein said user profile is obtained 
according to a viewing history of said user (Column 7 lines 37-67 and Column 8 lines 1- 

3). 

At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious for one skilled in 
the art to modify the video capturing function/device of Cragun using the viewing history 
to decide on which histories to store function/device of Bhagavath for the purpose of 
effectively utilizing the storage capacity of the storage medium (Column 7 lines 45-49, 
Bhagavath). 

Referring to claim 14, depending on claim 7, see the rejection of claim 6. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cragun et 
al. (U.S. 5561457) in view of Alexander et al. (U.S. 6177931 B1). 

Referring to claim 9, depending on clam 7, Cragun teaches in the analysis step 
using the user profile to detect the plurality of said key frames like by said user (Column 
11 lines 5-35). 

Cragun fails to teach the user profile includes detected commercials. 

In an analogous art Alexander teaches the user profile includes detected 
commercials (Column 28 lines 30-45). 

At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious for one skilled in 
the art to modify the video capturing function/device of Cragun using detected 
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commercials in said user profile function/device of Alexander for the purpose of notifying 
the viewer about scheduling for a program involving the viewer's favorite team (Column 
32 lines 27-31, Alexander). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter C. Wilder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2826. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 4PM Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571)272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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